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I. Dally being a hero 

A. In what ways did Dally die gallant? 

1. Page 154. “Two friends of mine had died that night: one a hero and one a hoodlum. But I remembered Dally pulling Johnny through the window of the burning church; Dally giving us his gun, although it could mean jail for him; Dally risking his life for us, trying to keep Johnny out of trouble. And now he was a dead juvenile delinquent and there wouldn’t be any editorials in his favor. Dally didn’t die a hero. He died violent and young and desperate, just like we knew he’d die someday. Just like Tim Shepard and Curly Shepard and the Brumly boys and the other guys we knew would die someday. But Johnny was right. He died gallant.” 

2. Dally proves through out the novel his loyalty to the gang, especially Johnny. He risked his life for both Johnny and Ponyboy, making sure the two were properly equipped when the ran away after the murder. Though he advised Johnny and Ponyboy not to go into the church, he risked his life once again to make sure the both boys came out of the blaze safely. He put others lives before his own and it proves his bravery, even though he has his own inner demons he has to battle. Being that he was from a rough upbringing, Dally wasn’t one to show how much he cared for others, except for Johnny. He realized Johnny’s parents treated him awful, like his own parents, and didn’t want Johnny to end up with the same bad record as he did, which is why he fought so hard to keep Johnny protected from trouble.

II. Sodapop and Ponyboy

A. How does Sodapop change in Ponyboy’s eyes by the end of the novel? 

1. Page 174. “So that was what had been bugging Soda all afternoon. And I hadn’t even bothered to find out. And while I was thinking about it, I realized that I never had paid much attention to Soda’s problems. Darry and I just took it for granted he didn’t have any.” 

2. Ponyboy realizes Sodapop is a lot more sensitive and emotional than he thought. Soda never expressed his emotions and explained his problems or frustrations like Ponyboy or Darry. Everyone believed Soda was a free and happy spirit, they never realized he had his own issues to resolve. Ponyboy realizes that he isn’t the only who has suffered from Dally and Johnny’s death and that he needs to recognize the problems his surrounding loved ones have as well. 

