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Revision Strategies

Revision in terms of Organization 
Writing at the college-level requires a great deal of directness and self-awareness. As a writer, you are in control of the paper. Your writing choices directly influence what readers will think your paper is saying. Nine out of ten times, when a writer expresses frustration with “not getting my point across,” it is usually because his/her paper does not really contain the reasoning behind their ideas. They also have not presented their ideas in a way where readers can logically follow their reasoning. This is similar to solving a math problem by just providing the answer but not “showing your work.” Another reason for papers that seem unfocused is that they do not address the assignment or they are poorly organized.  

Remember, organization consists of more than just “the layout” of the paper. Rather, a paper’s organization should resemble more of a “the blue print” for a building: it contains not just where things are located in the building but more detailed instructions for how the building is constructed and how it holds together. Poorly constructed thesis statements, topic sentences, and transitions are typically the undoing of many a beginning college writer. Learn to take control of these issues so you can state your opinions with confidence and “get your point across.”
Organization Strategy:

The Paper Map
· A paper map enables you to actually see where, rhetorically, your paper is going. It can help you both avoid tangents and write more clear transitions between paragraphs.

In a paper map, you describe the purpose of each paragraph in relation to the whole paper. The first paragraph (or introduction paragraph) is where you set up the subject and purpose of the paper. Narrow down your topic for your readers and focus your discussion on a few aspects of a subject. Finally, tell readers what your opinion or point-of-view is on the subject. You can always go back and rewrite your introduction to match the rest of your paper.


Ask yourself:

1. Purpose: What do I want readers to learn in this paragraph about the whole of my subject?

2. Sequence: Why do I want them to learn this in this paragraph and not earlier or later?

Sample Paper Map:

Paragraph One: Bill Clinton’s charismatic personality and effective public persona helped him become one of the most popular presidents in modern day history despite negative press and attempted impeachment. 

Paragraph Two: Clinton’s public persona - I want to show how Clinton came out of nowhere to win the presidential election. I will discuss his humble background and how he was able to create a down-to-earth persona that American easily accepted. Here, I begin using quotes here from the parts in his book where he discusses his childhood and his mother. I think these quotes tie into my purpose because they help readers see what an ordinary man he was and how hard he worked his way up to public office. 
Paragraph Three: I am going to discuss how Clinton’s public persona became an effective tool in warding off the early, negative reports against his presidential campaign. I will discuss how he was able to still put out a positive image by campaigning to the common man and gathering input from local citizens. I will give specific examples of some of his campaign strategies and speeches.
Paragraph Four:  I want show how Clinton still kept his “small town” campaign strategy even once he became president. I will discuss how Americans felt connected to Clinton; how they felt they could relate to him. Americans identifying with Clinton would later help him when he faced the Monica Lewinsky scandal and his Congressional impeachment.

Paragraph Five: I will discuss the impeachment and how Clinton was able to survive in tact. I will give examples of how he still remained in a positive image during this difficult time. For example, he was video-taped on Thanksgiving working at a homeless shelter serving free dinners. He would not comment on his impeachment but instead kept working as an effective president. This helped take the emphasis off his scandal and onto his skill as a president and humanitarian. It also made Clinton’s accusers look petty.
Paragraph: Six: I want to conclude by analyzing a specific quote where Clinton talks about how he feels about America. I want to stress that the same attitude he shows in the quote is what has kept him as a popular president all these years. I want to emphasis my thesis for the reader.

After going through the paper map and revising the paper, a writer might decide his/her first introduction was not very effective: 
Since the beginning of western civilization, man has sought to rule over his fellow citizens. Democracy is a popular western philosophy because westerners are highly individualized people  interested in autonomy. The United States is one of the greatest examples of a democracy. Bill Clinton was the President of the United States from 1992 to 2000.  Bill Clinton was a great president because he was charismatic and “a people person.”

Now, the writer might opt for writing another introduction:

Bill Clinton was a controversial yet popular president. Throughout his presidential terms, and even during his presidential campaigns, Clinton continually faced scandals which might have destroyed any other political candidates. I would like to suggest that Clinton’s charismatic personality and effective public persona aided him in withstanding negative press, and even a possible impeachment, making him one of the most popular presidents in modern history. 
Revision in terms of Writing

The first time you write about a topic you might still be getting together your thoughts about the issue. Your writing will reflect your thinking. A first draft might have longer, less direct sentences. However, once you start revising, you should have a clearer view of where you want your paper to go and what you want readers to think. You should cut, connect, and rewrite sentences so they are focused on supporting your opinions.
Strategy: Connect, Cut, Check
Adapted from Keys for Writers, Second Edition, Anne Raimes
CONNECT

Link paragraphs


Transitions are a key element in any paper you write. Your paper should contain “signposts” for where readers are headed in your discussion. A paper map can help you locate effective transitions.  However:

1. Read your paper aloud. Make note of what point you made in paragraph. Then, at the end, read your notes to check logic and flow.

2. Refer to the main idea of a previous paragraph as you begin the next.

3. Use transitional words such as also, in addition, however, therefore, as a result to signal a logical connection between ideas.
Consistent subjects

Readers need to have a way to connect the ideas beginning a sentence with what has gone before. From one sentence to the next, avoid unnecessary subject changes.

Comic books are becoming increasingly popular. Readers all over the country are finding them irresistible.

No change in subject…
Comic books are becoming increasingly popular. They are irresistible to readers all over the country.  

Form a topic chain

Readers will find it easier to follow writing where topics of sentences remain relatively consistent and link together in a chain.
Topic changes…

I have lived all my life in Smallville, Kansas. Crater Lake is a neighborhood that has many ethnic cultures. Harmony exists among the people, even though it does not in many other Smallville neighborhoods. Many articles in the press have praised Crater Lake for its ethnic variety.

Topic chain…

Many different ethnic cultures flourish in Crater Lake, Smallville, where I have lived all my life. These different cultures live together harmoniously, even though they do not in many other Smallville neighborhoods. In fact, Crater Lake’s ethnic variety has often been praised in the press. 

CUT
Cut repetition of words and ideas
The Disney characters decided to have a party for Donald Duck. The main reason for deciding to have the party for Donald Duck was because Donald and Daisy Duck had complained that no one paid enough attention to them. 
Repetitions cut…
The Disney characters decided to have a party for Donald and Daisy Duck because the Ducks had complained that no one paid enough attention to them.
Cut by combining and condensing
The Richter Library contains many rare books. The books in the library are carefully preserved. The library also houses a manuscript collection.

Condensed…
The Richter Library carefully preserves many rare books and manuscripts.
Cut formulaic phrases
In a first draft, writers sometimes depend on formulaic phrases to keep the writing process going. Once you begin revising, swap wordy phrases for more direct expressions.

At the present time


Now, currently
At this point in time

In this day and age

In today’s society

Because of the fact that

Because
Due to the fact that

Are of the opinion of


Believe

Have the ability to


Can

In spite of the fact that

Although, despite
Last but not least


Finally
Prior to



Before

Concerning the matter of

About

Cut references to your intentions
There is nothing wrong with saying things like:

I believe….

I want to suggest…

My purpose is to…

However, phrases such as the following are too obvious and make it seem like you did not effectively discuss issues in your paper: 
In the next few paragraphs, I hope to show that Mickey Mouse is a commercialized tyrant…

What I want to say here is that Mickey Mouse is a commercialized tyrant…

In conclusion, I have demonstrated that Mickey Mouse is a commercialized tyrant…

Cut redundancies
Basic essentials, true facts, circle around, final completion, cooperate together, refer back, advance planning, free gift, each and every
CHECK

Check for Action
Who’s doing what in your sentences?

Mickey Mouse’s approval of the new Main Street law was due to the voters’ suspicion of the concealment of campaign funds by, Tiger, his deputy.

More clear…
Mickey Mouse approved the new Main Street law because the voters suspected that his deputy, Tiger, had concealed campaign funds.

Be Careful when you begin a sentence with it, there, these, this.

There was a discussion of the health care system by the Justice League.

More clear…
The Justice League discussed the health care system.

Be Careful with Passive Voice

The problem will be discussed thoroughly by Batman. 

More Active…
Batman will discuss the problem thoroughly. 
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