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Sources 

Displaying Your Findings: A 
Practical Guide for Creating 
Figures, Posters, and 
Presentations 
Adelheid A. M. Nicol and 
Penny M. Pexman. American 
Psychological Association. 
2003 

$10.85 from Amazon 

Practical, somewhat 
obvious, guidelines. 



Scholarship Skills, Week 8b 2/22/19 

2 

Scholarship Skills 

Week 8b 

Scholarship Skills 

3 

The Visual Display of 
Quantitative Information 
(2nd ed.). Edward Tufte. 
Graphics Press, 2001. 

Elevating, beautiful, even 
spiritual, one of the great 
books of the 20th century — 
but can be hard to put into 
practice 
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Dupré Segment 122 

Explicit examples are more interesting 
and informative than vague examples 
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The patient presents 
with a symptom, and 
the doctor must decide 
whether to order 
diagnostic tests, and 
whether to prescribe 
treatment. 
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and informative than vague examples 
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The patient presents with a 
history of fainting, and the 
physician must help the 
patient to decide whether to 
undergo arrhythmia mapping 
(an invasive procedure), and 
whether to take 
antiarrhythmic drugs (which 
have unpleasant side effects). 
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What’s a Figure? 

Any kind of graph, chart, plot, drawing, 
or photograph… 

that is not a table, and is not running text. 
  

 
Three parts to a figure: 

1.  Graph or graphic 
2.  Legend 
3.  Caption 
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Anatomy of a Figure 
from Nicol & Pexman 
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General Guidelines for Figures 

Figure must be relevant to the paper. 
 It should move the story along. 

Image should be as simple as possible. 
Labels should be concise. 
Fonts in all figures should be consistent. 
Specify units within the figure. 
Figures should stand alone. 

 All information necessary to interpret the figure 
should be included in the caption. 
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Points to Watch 
Figures may be reduced to fit the page. 

Are they still legible?  Is the type size still 
appropriate?  

Sans serif fonts scale better than serif fonts. 
Similar figures (within same article) have 

similar style. 
All text in same font style, and point sizes don’t 

vary by more than 40%. 
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Prefer Grayscale 
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Make the figure easy to read 

Avoid Bogus use of 3D 
Put legend in (not next to) the image, if possible. 

Or avoid legend by labeling the graph directly 
Omit gridlines, or use a pale grey 
Omit “walls” 
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1: Bar 
Charts 
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Another 
version 

Adds numbers 
to the top of 
the columns — 
better than 
gridlines 
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Adding graphics to a table 
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Show data variation, not design variation 
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five different vertical 
scales,  
 
two different 
horizontal scales 
 
on the left, $10 ~ 0.31 in2 

on the right, $10 ~ 4.69 in2 

Scholarship Skills 

Week 8b 

Scholarship Skills 

The real story: 

18 

Business Week,  
April 9, 1979, p99 
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Number of 
dimensions in 
the graphic 
should not 
exceed the 
number of 
dimensions in 
the data 

 
• Number of 

accounts, 
average Lira 
amount, and 
month 

20 
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uses circles to show 1-dimensional population 

data 
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Let’s add some 
context!  A few 
more data 
points add 
immensely to 
the story: 


